1907-1909                  CHAPTER XI
THE TROUBLES OF EUROPE
WE must now take up the story of affairs in Europe from the
end of the Hague Conference in 1907—the point at which
it was left in a previous chapter.   It has been necessary for the
moment to describe the course of British affairs as if these
->l~~e filled the thoughts of the British people and their riders.
vas far otherwise.   All through these years in-
^erous crises in Europe ran simultaneously
* i home affairs, increasing the strain upon
g to die unrest and anxiety in the public
i chapter in British history, the year 1908
_________omparatively quiet one, but it was marked
in Europe by the Revolution of the " Young Turks " who deposed the blood-stained Sultan, Abdul Hamid, and announced their intention of introducing parliamentary government and making radical reforms in Turkish administration; by the sudden proclamation of Bulgarian independence (October 5) and die equally sudden annexation on the following day (October 6) of die nominally Turkish provinces of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary—events which were to have far-reaching consequences in the next few years. In the last week of r, Asqmth^ the Prime Minister, told Balfour, the leader in confidence, that he had never known to war tlian at that moment.
i      *   ^ rebBff.at ^ HaSae Conference, and in «tic tage Increase in the German navy provided in the 1908, British Ministers persisted in their , terns with die Germans abcut the naval . *fo* XS&g Edward visited the Kaiser at his
SirCharles Hardinge,
^ 5«wio*!D &e Kaiser with very $08                                                        7tem enables the leader of the party which has been defeated and repudiated by the electors at the polls to determine through the House of Lords what shall and what shall not be the legislation of the country. The question I want to put to you and to my fellow Liberals outside is this: * Is this state of things to continue ?' We say tiiat it must be brought to an end, and I invite the Liberal party to treat die veto oithe House of Lords as the dominating issue in politics—die dominating issue, because in the long-run it overshadows and absorbs every other/'
